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Abstract

This article aims to analyze Taha Husayn's criticism of pre-Islamic poetry, the methods he used in his
criticism, and his contribution to literary studies. The researcher used a descriptive approach to
analyze several texts from the opinions of scholars published in books. The data was collected using a
library research method or book survey. The data was then classified and interpreted using deductive
and inductive analysis. Taha Husayn followed the path of Orientalists in most of his views on pre-
Islamic poetry, even questioning the value of pre-Islamic literature. He also sought to revive Arab
cultural production and revolutionize and renew it through his call. Before criticizing the poetry of
any poet, Taha Husayn called for knowing the poet's personality and understanding the environment
in which he lived.
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These are the circumstances surrounding the poet that affect his poetry. Therefore, there is something
very important in criticism, which is the artistic pleasure of enjoying the text. Regardless of the
controversies surrounding this writer, we should not forget that he was a great writer, even known as
the Dean of Literature. This title is only given to the best of people. This is what arouses the need to
review the contribution of this writer to literary studies, which his previous scholars did not pay
attention to or mentioned only a small part of it.
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